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Eminence on your behalf, and persuaded him to refuse Lin's
petition, you would have found yourself without any appoint-
ment at all, my dear kinsman."
Hsi-men Ch'ing was greatly disturbed. "I am most grateful
to you," he said, "but, really, I never mentioned the matter
to anyone. I can't imagine how it came out."
"If a man doesn't keep things like that secret, so much the
worse for him," Chai said. "You must be more careful in
future."
Hsi-men Ch'ing thanked him again and went away with
Hsia. They returned to Ts'ui's house. Hsi-mSn sent Pen IV
to the Registry to put down their names, and the next day, he
and Hsia, dressed in black robes and hats of ceremony, went
to the Imperial Palace to express their gratitude for his
Majesty's favour,
As they were coming out by the West Gate, a man in plain
clothes came up and said: "Which of you gentlemen is Master
Hsi-m6n, the law officer from Shan-tung?"
P£n IV asked the man who he was.
"I am from Chamberlain Ho, the Bailiff of the Imperial
Palace. He would like to speak to Master Hsi-men."
The words were hardly out of his mouth before a eunuch,
wearing a scarlet robe embroidered with dragons, a ceremonial
hat, and black boots, came out upon the Imperial roadway
and said: "Greetings, my lord Hsi-men."
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing left Magistrate Hsia. The eunuch took him
by the hand and led him to a place apart. The eunuch bowed
and Hsi-men knelt down to make a reverence in return.
"You do not know me, my Lord," the eunuch said, "I am
Ho, the Bailiff of the Imperial Palace, and the Chamberlain
of his Majesty's fourth lady. Recently, when I had completed
my service, his Majesty was graciously pleased to appoint
my nephew, Ho Yung-shou, Vice-Captain and Deputy
Magistrate in your district of Ch'ing Ho. He will be your
colleague."
"I must apologise for not recognising your Excellency,"
Hsi-mSn Ching said. He bowed again. "This is a prohibited
place and I cannot salute you here in a manner befitting your
dignity. I trust you will allow me to visit you in your own
palace."

